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COLOSSAL PRESS KIT IS UNDER EMBARGO
UNTIL MARCH 24, 2017, 12PM (UTC+01:00)

Episode 5/5 : At last, the Colossal is unveiled
Behold the Colossal. The timepiece features nine rollers (plus two discs), all of which are jumping except for the minutes, power reserve, and seasonal day-night indicator. In total, the timepiece thus provides the following ten indications: hours, minutes, day, date, month, leap year indicator, Moon phase, power reserve, second time band, and seasonal day-night indicator.
Here are just five essential highlights of the piece:
1. For the first time in watchmaking, the timepiece features linear, jumping, retrograde roller displays as its main complications. These jumping rollers were one of the most demanding technological challenges involved: the movement has to release sufficient energy to move forward the date, day, month, and when necessary, the leap year disc. To make this possible, the Colossal includes two barrels, providing a 42-hour power reserve.
2. The perpetual calendar is easy to adjust by means of a pusher on the crown, plus two side pushers. A clutch system makes sure nothing gets altered by mistake.

3. The HW80 manufacture movement is automatic and regulated by a flying tourbillon – and took three full years to develop. With 1080 parts, it alone requires three months’ nonstop work by a watchmaker to assemble.

4. The Colossal sports a side sapphire crystal window, revealing an unusual complication for a perpetual calendar: a seasonal day-night indicator that displays sunrise and sunset times – synchronised with daylight saving time.

5. The architecture of the Colossal movement is unique. Held in place by two skeletonised side arches, the structure is rather reminiscent of the Eiffel Tower. In similar vein, all the components attached to it are riveted in place. The roller display, meanwhile, has involved installing a vertical design atop a baseplate. The latter is itself horizontal, so Hysek has had to come up with all sorts of gear systems to make this vertical display possible.


See the previous episodes here.  
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